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Opening and Welcome 

Songs of Praise 

Psalm Reading (#49)


Listen to this, all you people!

	 Pay attention, everyone in the world!

High and low, rich and poor—listen!

For my words are wise,

	 and my thoughts are filled with insight...


Why should I fear when trouble comes,

	 when enemies surround me?

They trust in their wealth and boast of great riches.

Yet they cannot redeem themselves from death

	  by paying a ransom to God.

Redemption does not come so easily,

	 for no one can ever pay enough to live forever

	 and never see the grave...


But as for me, God will redeem my life.

	 He will snatch me from the power of the grave. 
So don’t be dismayed when the wicked grow rich

	 and their homes become ever more splendid.

For when they die, they take nothing with them.

Their wealth will not follow them into the grave.


Silent Confession 

Corporate Confession 
Gracious God, 

	 our sins are too heavy to carry,

	 too real to hide, and too deep to undo.

Forgive what our lips tremble to name,

	 what our hearts can no longer bear,

	 and what has become for us

	 a consuming fire of judgment.

Set us free from a past we cannot change;

	 open to us a future in which 

	 we can be changed;

and grant us grace to grow more and more

	 in your likeness and image,

through Jesus Christ, the light of the world.


Assurance of Pardon 
Hebrews 10.10:  We have been made holy through 
the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

Song of Preparation 

Sermon - "American Idols #2"       
 Assorted texts 

Communion 

Prayer 

Song of Celebration 

Announcements 
Benediction 
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I. False Start  

Mt 16.21-22: From that time on Jesus began to 
explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 
and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, 
chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he 
must be killed and on the third day be raised to life...  
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  
“Never, Lord!” he said.  “This shall never happen to 
you!” Jesus turned and said to Peter,  “Get behind 
me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do 
not have in mind the things of God, but the things of 
men.” 
App 1:


II. False security  
Luke 14.26: If anyone 
comes to me and does 
not hate his father and 
mother, his wife and 
children, his brothers 
and sisters - yes, even 
his own life - he cannot 
be my disciple.  And anyone who does not carry his 
cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 
App 2:  


III.  False Self  
Mt 26.31,33-35: Then Jesus told them,  “This very 

night you will all fall away 
on account of me…Peter 
replied,  “Even if all fall 
away on account of you, I 
never will.” “I tell you the 
truth,” Jesus answered,  
“this very night, before the 
rooster crows, you will 
disown me three times.” 
But Peter declared,  “Even 
if I have to die with you, I 

will never disown you.” And all the other disciples 
said the same. 
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