CEC Service of Worship

December 26, 2021

Opening and Welcome
Have mercy on us, O Lord,
in your loving kindness.
In your great compassion cleanse us from sin

Songs of Praise
Psalm Reading (#39)
I said to myself, “I will watch what I do
and not sin in what I say.
I will hold my tongue
when the ungodly are around me.”
But as I stood there in silence—
not even speaking of good things—
the turmoil within me grew worse.
The more I thought about it,
the hotter I got,
igniting a fire of words:
“Lord, remind me how brief my time on earth will be.
Remind me that my days are numbered—
how fleeting my life is.
You have made my life no longer
than the width of my hand.
My entire lifetime is just a moment to you;
at best, each of us is but a breath.”
We are merely moving shadows,
and all our busy rushing ends in nothing.
We heap up wealth,
not knowing who will spend it.
And so, Lord, where do I put my hope?
My only hope is in you.

Create in us a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within us.
Do not cast us from your presence,
or take your Holy Spirit from us.
Restore to us the joy of your salvation
and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit.
Assurance of Pardon
Galatians 3.13-14: Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law
by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is
everyone who is hung on a tree." He redeemed us in order that
the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles
through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the
promise of the Spirit.
Song of Preparation
Sermon - Luke 2.21-40
"An old man's reflections"
Communion
Prayer
Song of Celebration

Silent Confession

Announcements

Corporate Confession
Merciful God, pardoning all
who truly repent and turn to you,
We confess our sins and ask your mercy.
We have not loved you with a pure heart,
nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves
We have not done justice, loved mercy,
or walked humbly with you, our God.

Benediction
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Eight days later, when the baby was circumcised, he
was named Jesus, the name given him by the angel even before
he was conceived.
Then it was time for their purification oﬀering, as
required by the law of Moses after the birth of a child; so his
parents took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. The
law of the Lord says, “If a woman’s first child is a boy, he must
be dedicated to the Lord.” So they oﬀered the sacrifice required
in the law of the Lord—“either a pair of turtledoves or two young
pigeons.”
At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named
Simeon. He was righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting
for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was
upon him and had revealed to him that he would not die until he
had seen the Lord’s Messiah. hat day the Spirit led him to the
Temple. So when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby
Jesus to the Lord as the law required, Simeon was there. He
took the child in his arms and praised God, saying,

She never left the Temple but stayed there day and
night, worshiping God with fasting and prayer. She came along
just as Simeon was talking with Mary and Joseph, and she
began praising God. She talked about the child to everyone who
had been waiting expectantly for God to rescue Jerusalem.
When Jesus’ parents had fulfilled all the requirements of
the law of the Lord, they returned home to Nazareth in Galilee.
There the child grew up healthy and strong. He was filled with
wisdom, and God’s favor was on him.

“Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace,
as you have promised.
I have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared for all people.
He is a light to reveal God to the nations,
and he is the glory of your people Israel!”
Jesus’ parents were amazed at what was being said
about him. Then Simeon blessed them, and he said to Mary, the
baby’s mother, “This child is destined to cause many in Israel to
fall, and many others to rise. He has been sent as a sign from
God, but many will oppose him. As a result, the deepest
thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will
pierce your very soul.”
Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. She was
the daughter of Phanuel from the tribe of Asher, and she was
very old. Her husband died when they had been married only
seven years. Then she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four.
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