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Opening and Welcome

Songs of Praise

Psalm Reading (#31)
I am trusting you, O Lord, saying, “You are my God!”

My future is in your hands.

Rescue me from those who hunt me down relentlessly. 
Let your favor shine on your servant. 
In your unfailing love, rescue me.

Don’t let me be disgraced, O Lord,

	 for I call out to you for help...


How great is the goodness 
	 you have stored up for those who fear you. 
You lavish it on those who come to you for protection,

	 blessing them before the watching world.

You hide them in the shelter of your presence, 
	 safe from those who conspire against them. 
You shelter them in your presence,

	 far from accusing tongues.


Praise the Lord, 
	 for he has shown me the wonders of his unfailing love. 
He kept me safe when my city was under attack.

In panic I cried out, 
	 “I am cut off from the Lord!” 
But you heard my cry for mercy

	 and answered my call for help.


Love the Lord, all you godly ones! 
For the Lord protects those who are loyal to him, 

but he harshly punishes the arrogant. 
So be strong and courageous, 

all you who put your hope in the Lord! 

Silent Confession

Corporate Confession

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death 

	 on the cross for our redemption,

	 and by his glorious resurrection

you delivered us from the power of death.

Grant us so to die daily to sin,

	 that we may evermore live with him

	 in the joy of his resurrection;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

	 one God, now and forever.  Amen.


Assurance of Pardon 
Hebrews 9.13-14:  The blood of goats and bulls...sanctify 
them so that they are outwardly clean.  How much more, 
then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our 
consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may 
serve the living God. 

Song of Preparation

Sermon - "With friends like these...(us?)"  
Job excerpts

Communion

Prayer

Song of Celebration

Announcements

Benediction
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I. Silence is golden -  
 and costly 
2.11-13: When Job’s three friends, Eliphaz 

the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 
Naamathite, heard about all the troubles that had come upon 
him, they set out from their homes and met together by 
agreement to go and sympathize with him and comfort him.  
When they saw him from a distance, they could hardly 
recognize him; they began to weep aloud, and they tore their 
robes and sprinkled dust on their heads.  Then they sat on 
the ground with him for seven days and seven nights. No one 
said a word to him, because they saw how great his suffering 
was. 

II. Chatter is tinny -  
and cheap 

App 1: 

John 9.1-3:   As he 
went along, he saw a 
man blind from birth.  
His disciples asked him,  “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or 
his parents, that he was born blind?” “Neither this man nor 
his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that 
the work of God might be displayed in his life.  

8.4 (B): When your children sinned against him, he gave 
them over to the penalty of their sin.     
22.4-5 (E):  Is it for your piety that he 
rebukes you and brings charges 
against you?  Is not your wickedness 
great?  Are not your sins endless? 
11.13-15 (Z):  Yet if you devote your 
heart to him and stretch out your 

hands to him, if you put away the sin that is in your hand 
and allow no evil to dwell in your tent,  then you will lift up 
your face without shame; you will stand firm and without 
fear.  

App 2: 
III. Bearing is best -  
 and hardest  
42.7-8 (G): “I am angry with 
you and your two friends, 
because you have not spoken 
of me what is right, as my 
servant Job has….My servant 
Job will pray for you, and I 
will accept his prayer and not 
deal with you according to 
your folly. You have not 
spoken of me what is right, as 
my servant Job has.” 
6.21 (J):  …you see something dreadful, and are afraid… 
Is. 53.4:  Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our 
sorrows…, 
Col. 3.13:  Bear with each other… 
Rom 12.15: Rejoice with those who rejoice;  
 mourn with those who mourn… 
1 Cor 12.26:  When one part suffers,  
 every part suffers with it…
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