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Opening and Welcome

Songs of Praise

Psalm Reading (#28)

To you, Lord, I call; you are my Rock,

	 do not turn a deaf ear to me.

For if you remain silent,

	 I will be like those who go down to the pit.

Hear my cry for mercy

	 as I call to you for help,

	 as I lift up my hands

toward your Most Holy Place...


Praise be to the Lord,

	 for he has heard my cry for mercy.

The Lord is my strength and my shield;

	 my heart trusts in him, and he helps me.

My heart leaps for joy,

	 and with my song I praise him.

The Lord is the strength of his people,

	 a fortress of salvation for his anointed one.

Save your people and bless your inheritance;

	 be their shepherd and carry them forever.


Silent Confession

Corporate Confession
Eternal God, our judge and redeemer,

	 we confess that we have hidden from you

	 for we have done wrong.

We have lived for ourselves 

	 and apart from you.

We have turned from our neighbors,

	 and refused to bear the burdens of others.

We have ignored the pain of the world,

	 passing by the hungry, poor, and oppressed.


In your great mercy forgive our sins

	 and free us from our selfishness,

	 that we may choose your will

	 and obey your commandments;

through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 
1 John 2.1-2:  My dear children, I write this to you so that 
you will not sin.  But if anybody does sin, we have one 
who speaks to the Father in our defense - Jesus Christ, 
the Righteous One.  He is the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the 
whole world.


Song of Preparation

Sermon - "Affirming Essentials"  
Assorted Texts

Renewal of Covenant

Communion

Prayer

Song of Celebration

Announcements

Benediction

Pot Luck Lunch!
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In the presence of God, we hereby affirm and renew our 
covenant with Him. [2 Chron.34-31-32]

	 

We confess the Father Almighty as our Creator and 
Sustainer [Ge1.27;Heb1.3]; Jesus Christ as our Savior and 
Lord; [Rom 10.9]; and the Holy Spirit as our Sanctifier and 
Guide [Jn 16.13; Ro 15.16].  

  

This Yahweh is our God [Ex 3.14; Jn 8.58], and through the 
sanctifying blood of His Son our Lord Jesus Christ, we 
give ourselves to be His People [1 Thess 5.23].


We trust only and wholly in His sovereign grace and 
almighty power [Pr3.5-6].


*

We promise that from this point forward we will work to 
keep His commandments following Him in all things and in 
all ways [Mt 22.37-38].


We promise to walk with His disciples, wherever they are 
found, in truth and love [John 13.34-35; 15.12-13; Eph 4.15].


We promise to deny ourselves, and take up our crosses 
daily, and follow Jesus Christ wherever He may lead us  
[Luke 9.23].


We renounce, deny, and defy: Satan, our own lusts, 
desires, and sinfulness, and any and every other false idol 
and god which competes with our total allegiance and 
absolute loyalty to Jesus Christ  [Dt. 5.7].


*

We covenant before God with one another to be a church 
of Jesus Christ  [1 Pet 2.9-10].


We pledge to live together in Christian community in 
obedience to the Spirit of the gospel, and to promote the 
peace, nurture and purity of His body through worship, 
mutual love and edification, and personal evangelism [Eph 
4.1-5].


We promise to use the gifts God has given to each one of 
us for the building up of the common good, to the glory of 
God  [1 Cor 12.7; 1 Peter 4.10].


*

We are servants of God [Lk 17.10].   We have made these 
vows to Him, and we cannot go back [Ps 116.14; Eccl 5.4; Mt 
5.37].  This confession of faith, and this covenant, will hold 
us while we live, will follow us to the Judgment Throne of 
God, and remain with us forever [Mt. 5.37; 12.36-37].


*

We are not our own, but we were bought with a price, 
even the precious blood of Jesus Christ [1 Cor 6.19-20; 1 
Peter 1.18-19].    We are no longer strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow citizens with the saints of the household of God,  
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone [Eph 
2.19-22].


Now unto Him who is able to keep us from falling, and to 
present us faultless before the presence of His glory with 
exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Savior, be glory 
and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever. 


Amen  [Jude 24-25].


We acknowledge that you have given us this building and 
property to nurture your people, gather in your lost 
children, proclaim your Truth, and bring honor to your 
Name. 

We hereby confess our natural inclination to take this gift 
and use it for ourselves.  We repent of this tendency and 
relinquish our claims to this place, taking on by your grace 
the responsibility of being good servant-stewards of what 
you have entrusted to us.

[Mt 25.14]
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