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the firstborn of Mary 
(Luke 2.7)

the firstborn among 
many brothers (Rom 
8.29) 

the firstborn over all 
creation (Col 1.5)  

And… 
  

 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to 
show his servants what must soon take place. He made it 
known by sending his angel to his servant John,  who testifies 
to everything he saw — that is, the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus Christ.  Blessed is the one who reads the 
words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it 
and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is 
near.   
 John,  To the seven churches in the province of Asia:  
Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and 
who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne,  
and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the 
firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the 
earth.  To him who loves us and has 
freed us from our sins by his blood,  
and has made us to be a kingdom 
and priests to serve his God and 
Father — to him be glory and 
power for ever and ever! Amen.   
I.  Death 
1.  Our own

2.  Our world’s   
Rom 8.19-23:  The creation waits in 
eager expectation for the sons of God 
to be revealed.  For the creation was 
subjected to frustration,…in hope that 
the creation itself will be liberated 
from its bondage to decay, and 
brought into the glorious freedom of 
the children of God.  We know that the 
whole creation has been groaning as 
in the pains of childbirth right up to the 
present time.  Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
App 1:
II.  Life 
1.  Our own  

2.  Our world’s
Mt 24.5-8:  For many will come in my 
name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will 
deceive many.  You will hear of wars and 
rumors of wars, but see to it that you are 
not alarmed. Such things must happen, but 

the end is still to come.  Nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and 
earthquakes in various places.  All these are the beginning of 
birth pains….Rev 21.4-5: There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has 
passed away.” He who was seated on the throne said, “I am 
making everything new!”


