
            On getting what we really want  
           James 4.1-10                September 9, 2018

   What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come 
from your desires that battle within you?  2 You want something 
but don’t get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what 

you want. You quarrel and fight. You 
do not have, because you do not ask 
God.  3 When you ask, you do not 
receive, because you ask with wrong 
motives, that you may spend what 
you get on your pleasures.   
4   You adulterous people, don’t you 
know that friendship with the world 

is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of 
the world becomes an enemy of God.  5 Or do you think 
Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in 
us envies intensely?  6 But he gives us more grace. That is why 
Scripture says: “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 
humble.”  
 7   Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you.  8 Come near to God and he will come near to 
you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded.  9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your 
laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom.  10 Humble 
yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 

Pre App:  

1. (v7a)  Submit  -  Live in Reality

2. (v7b)  Stand  -  In your submission 

App:

3. (v8a) Seek  -  Move in close

4.  (v8-9) Soap  -  Clean up your act

2 Cor 9-10:  ...yet now I am happy, not 
because you were made sorry, but 
because your sorrow led you to 
repentance. For you became sorrowful 
as God intended and so were not harmed 
in any way…Godly sorrow brings 
repentance that leads to salvation and 
leaves no regret. 

5.  (v10)  Surrender  -  All over again
 
Luke 14.11:  For everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted. 


